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Dennis returns home after 
living in the streets for 
one year and is able to 

visit a secondary 
school 

After Dennis was living in Thika as a 
homeless street child for one year, the 

fifteen-year-old boy returned to his home 
in Gituamba County and to his 

grandmother with the help of NGUVU Edu 
SPORT e.V. „We had many problems at home. My family 

could not feed me anymore“, Dennis explains the 
decision to leave his home.  

In Thika he was then able to join the NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V.-
Reha-Program for street children.  
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As Dennis signalized that he would like to 
go back home, NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. 

contacted his grandmother who was 
willing to take him home again. 

Since September 2017 he is now living at home again 
and could even visit a secondary school in his home 

county with the support of NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. „I want to pass all 
my exams and work hard, so that I’ll be able to help others in the future 

as well“, Dennis says about his future plans. 



Juja, Kenia April 2018

The NGUVU-Streetfootball-League has 
two new partner schools 

NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. is happy to be able to welcome with 
Midland Academy and King Solomon Primary School two new partner 

schools from Juja in the NGUVU-Streetfootball-League. 

Paul Kamau Kamanu Mwangi, sports teacher at Midland 
Academy, is happy about the new cooperation: „The NGUVU 
Streetfootball League is a great way of peaceful and positive 

interaction in our community - not only inbetween schools, but also 
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amongst the different tribes, girls, boys and children from different 
backgrounds.“  

Together with six other primary schools from the area Midland 
Academy and King Solomon Primary School  are participating now 
with girl and boy teams in the age sets of U10, U12 and U14 every 

friday during school time at the NGUVU-Streetfootball-League in Juja-
Gachororo. 
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The former street children Peter & 
Peter are at home for one year thanks 
to the NGUVU-Reha-Program and are 

going to school 

Peter und Peter, who had to live on the streets of Thika until last 
year due to severe and existential family problems are now at home in 

Muranga since one year and are both visiting the Githiga 
Primary School very successfully.  Thanks to NGUVU Edu 

SPORT e.V., twelve-year-old Peter can live with his aunt and 
uncle again who are caring very much about him. Peter, 13, is 

now living at his grandmother’s place, 
together with his sister Lea. The parents of 

the boys are not able to sustain them 
properly.  

NGUVU Edu Sport e.V. accompanies the 
boys after their resocialisation as well, 
visits both of the families on a regular basis and 

keeps contact with the primary school of the boys. 
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On one of the last visits, thirteen-year-old Peter proudly showed 

the workplace of his grandmother, who still, at an age of 70 years, 
mounts down into the tea fields to pluck baskets full of tea in order to 

sustain her grandchildren.  
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The NGUVU Selection Team 
The NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. Selection Team now practices 

together for almost two years. The 20 boys from Juja come from the 
very poor backgrounds and families, but show big talent in football at 
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the same time. Besides weekly practice units during school time and 
holidays the NGUVU Selection 
Team is doing many activities 

together - even outside the pitch. 
Especially during the NGUVU 

holiday program the boys in the 
age from 12 to 15 years could 

collect many unforgettable 
experiences. Last year the 

program encompassed a hiking 
tour to the neighboring  

Witheithie, and as a „New Year’s 
Hike“ they went up the 

Kilimambogo, the mountain of the buffalos, together. 
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Apart from that, the 
boys regularly get the 

opportunity to 
experience new sports. 
They went swimming 

together in the 
swimming pool of Jomo 

Kenyatta University of 
Agriculture and 

Technology in Juja and the buying of a rugby egg enabled several 
smaller rugby workshops. Volleyball, running practice and two units 
under the motto of fighting sports and self defense were as well part 

of the program. 

And not only in the sportive section the 
NGUVU Selection Team is learning and 
working together. In a workshop at the 
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beginning of the new year the children reflected 
together what the past year with NGUVU Edu Sport 

e.V.  brought for them - focussing especially new 
learned life skills, what they liked better, what they 

didn’t like so much and what their wishes, plans and 
resolutions for 2018 are. A small unit about the topic 

of children’s rights completed the workshop.  

Apart from that a big highlight for the boys is always 
the team-cooking, which the NGUVU Selection Team 

initiates on special opportunities at the homes of team members. From 
shopping to the preparing of the food, all tasks are being distributed 

self-reliant among the teammembers. 
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Exchange of the NGUVU Selection 
Team with cooperation partner 

ACAKORO at Korogocho (Nairobi) 

NGUVU Edu Sport e.V. is very happy that last year an exchange 
with the football academy ACAKORO in Korogocho, Nairobi, was twice 

possible. During the encounters, which focused on football, the 
NGUVU Selection Team could compete with some of the biggest 

football talents of Nairobi. 

The project 
ACAKORO Football 

offers children since 2013 in Korogocho, one of the poorest and most 
dangerous slums in the Kenyan capitol Nairobi the chance of a better 
life. Apart from that, NGUVU Edu Sport e.V. and ACAKORO Football 

are connected by a conceptional relation: The Austrian project uses as 
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well football as a tool to teach children through teamsport certain 
character traits who enable them to create their life in a positive way. 
At the same time, their talents in the academic and sporitve area are 

being supported. 

Exchange of the NGUVU Selection 
Team with cooperation partner SLIN 

in Mathare North (Nairobi) 

The Slum-Library-Initiative (SLIN) at the northern part of Mathare, 
one of the biggest slums in Nairobi, welcomed the NGUVU Selection 

Team 2017 for two events in December. During the exchange, a 
friendly game between the NGUVU Selection Team and the SLIN-team 

took place, but at the same time the program featured cultural 
interactions. 
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Besides of a walk through Mathare North the visit of the library, 
the core part of the locally founded project, a collective lunch and 
dance performances of the SLIN dancing groups were part of the 

program. And of course the NGUVU Team joined the dance! 
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Intercultural exchange of the NGUVU 
Selection Teams with the partner 
school New Imperial Academy in 

Githurai (Nairobi) 
 

In March 2018 the Selection Team of 
NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. had the opportunity 

to interact with refugee children from the 
Kongo and South Sudan, who are supported 
by the United Nations, at a sportive-cultural 

exchange in Githurai, Nairobi.  
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The NGUVU Selection Team, whose members belong 
themselves to eight different Kenyan ethnic groups and are as well 

from South Sudan, were together with 
the children of the New Imperial 

Academy 
happy about 

the 
opportunity 

to learn more 
about one’s 

own and 
other 

cultures. 
Apart from a small walking tour through the 

Maasai land around Githurai the program of course also featured a 
football match! 
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NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. activity 
program in Kiandutu (Thika) 

 

This year’s focus of this important pillar of NGUVU is again to 
help street children in one of the poorest slums of Central Kenya 

through sportive activities such as football, hiking, swimming and other 
collective actions like cooking to forget their worries and hardships for 

a short time. 

The biggest struggle of these children is hunger. So they recieve 
regular breakfast and a warm meal through the participation at the 

NGUVU activity program. 



Juja, Kenia April 2018

Thanks to this program three former street children 
could be brought back into their familiar surroundings 

and also go back to school in the last one and a half 
years - the stories of Dennis and the two Peters are as 

well part of this newsletter. NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. will 
be further supporting the education and families of these 

former street children in future.  

In February 2018 it was possible to organize a hut in Kiandutu for 
other street children who are not able to return to their families so that 

they don’t have to sleep in the streets anymore. NGUVU Edu SPORT 
e.V. is paying the monthly rent for that hut and hopes to be able to 

offer the children a safer environment.   
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Kick-Off of the NGUVU Streetfootball 
League 2018 

 

Right on time for the new school year 2018 the 
NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. - Streetfootball League  in 
Juja-Gachororo started into its third running year.  

Almost a hundred boy and girl teams and 
through that nearly thousand participants in the age 
groups U 10, U 12 and U14 are playing every Friday 

on the pitch of the Gachororo Primary School - but the 
games are only about Fair-Play-Points according to the 

NGUVU-Fair-Play-System.  
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In 2018 the focus points are again team spirit, fair play, respect 
and discipline - before, during and after the game. 

NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V.- Sponsorships 
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NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. wants to say thank you very much to all the 
sponsors and friends for the sponsorships and the important contribution 
connected with them. Through education, you are enabling those kids a 

better and more hopeful future. 
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A researcher at NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V.  

Kari Wilhelm, a master student of Social and Cultural 
Anthropology at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University in Frankfurt 
am Main, Germany, reports about her time at NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V: 

„As an anthropologist-to-be whose focus point lies 
regionally on East Africa and theoretically at 

development cooperation, I was very happy to get 
the chance through Lothar Firlej to write my 

master’s thesis about his project NGUVU Edu 
SPORT e.V. A master’s degree in Social and Cultural 

Anthropology requires necessarily empirical 
research and that’s why I’ve been sent for four 

months „into the field“ in Juja. I arrived there at the 
beginning of November 2017 and joined the 

project till the end of February 2018. Apart from 
mere observation of the project’s work structures 

and data collection I participated myself as actively 
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as possible at the programs of NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. The empirical 
focus of my thesis that carries the title „Sports and value education in 
pedagogical development cooperation at the example of the project 

NGUVU Edu Sport e.V. in Kenya“ hereby lies on the NGUVU Edu 
SPORT-Selection Team. 

I could not have wished for a more open and 
thankful field. Lothar Firlej introduced me to his 

project with great tranquility and constancy, 
answered my questions even for the tenth time 
with a lot of patience and offered me a holistic 

insight in all the parts of his project. The 
children and coaches of the team integrated me 
right away in a friendly and cordial manner into 

the team. I’ve rarely seen such humble, 
disciplined and motivated children that go 

through life with a lot of joy despite very poor 
living conditions and came up against me in a 

very affectionate manner. I had a wonderful time 
in Juja and I will happily join the project in future  

again!“ 

Project founder Lothar Firlej showed himself 
satisfied about the cooperation with the Frankfurt university: „Kari was 
very eager and curious - not just through her fieldwork. It was obvious 

that she was very well prepared for her research. Of course she was 
through all her questionnaires very present on a daily basis, but she 

understood it very well to use the right language and behaviour 
towards the children and the people in the village here. She was 

always positive and friendly, but through her work of course critical 
and constructive as well, always found the right words and made a lot 
of friends through that. For me, it was as well new to have somebody 
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by my side everyday who joined and accompanied me in my - not 
always easy - work.  Kari has never been a burden; sometimes I had the 

feeling she isn’t there at all due to the empathy, understanding and 
respect with which she accompanied me.“ 
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Asante sana! 

NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. wants to say thank you very much for all 
the extraordinary support. It was a blessing for many families and 

children in Juja-Gachororo, and especially as well for the activities with 
our street children in Thika/Kiandutu and in Nairobi/Ngara. Asante 

sana! 
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NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. and the 
children of Juja-Gachororo want to 
wish all sponsors and friends 
a HAPPY EASTER
NGUVU Edu SPORT e.V. thanks Kari Wilhelm for the 
design of the newsletters! 


